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The MMMF and the Connection with Munich 
 
The MMMF (Manchester Munich Memorial Foundation) was formed in 2018 by a small 
group of Manchester United fans. 
 
They had just returned from the 60th anniversary commemorations in Munich and were 
keen to set up something that would not only preserve the legacy of the 1958 Munich air 
disaster but at the same time help disadvantaged young people in locations related to 
the crash. 
 
In 2020 The MMMF became a registered charity. The beneficiaries of the charitable 
donations to the MMMF are disadvantaged, sick and terminally ill young people and 
children in the North West of England, Munich and Belgrade. 
 
The MMMF is first and foremost a charity. Every trustee and member is an unpaid 
volunteer. The MMMF is not a supporter’s group and has no affiliation with Manchester 
United F.C. or any supporter’s groups apart from the fact that all trustees and members 
are lifelong United fans and most are regular match-goers. 

Every year on February 6th a remembrance/memorial service takes place in Munich. The 
service is not “owned” by anyone however from a logistical point of view it is organised 
by and led by the MMMF and has been since 2019. As we say it’s for the fans by the fans. 

Whether you are visiting for the first time or returning once again, we hope this guide 
helps you make the most of your stay. 

You can learn more about the MMMF via their website: https://mmmf.co.uk 

You can contact the MMMF via email: mmmfoundation18@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

https://mmmf.co.uk/
mailto:mmmfoundation18@gmail.com
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Manchesterplatz 

Manchesterplatz is a memorial square in Munich, Germany, very close to the site of the 
tragic 1958 Munich Air Disaster. It is located near the Trudering district and features a 
permanent memorial monument and a glass showcase containing memorabilia related 
to The Busby Babes and the Munich air crash. The MMMF helped to raise funds for the 
showcase and donated a bench that is located near to the memorial. 

 

Manchesterplatz is a place where Manchester United fans (and football fans in general) 
come to pay their respects, not just on February 6th but all year round. 

 

Please remember this is a place of remembrance, and visitors are encouraged to 
treat the area with the respect it deserves. 
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The Annual Remembrance Service in Munich: 6th Feb 

Every year on February 6th a remembrance/memorial service takes place at the 
Manchesterplatz memorial in Munich. The service lasts about 30 minutes and takes 
place in the open air.  

NOTE: February in Munich is typically cold, with temperatures often between -2°C and 
7°C. Warm clothing, waterproof footwear and a good coat are strongly recommended! 

 

Anyone can attend. There is no need to book or inform anyone that you plan to attend. 
You can just turn up though you’ll need to sort out your own transport and 
accommodation. 

The number of people attending has grown year on year and whilst there were around 250 
people in 2008 for the 50th anniversary, recent events have attracted 1000 - 1500 people. 
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The event opens with a short welcome from the MMMF, followed by the reading of the 
names of those who lost their lives in the crash. In recent years, this has been followed 
by a short poem, read by a member of the Manchester United Foundation. 

A two-minute silence then allows for a moment of quiet reflection, followed by the laying 
of wreaths. The event closes with the singing of "The Flowers of Manchester" - we warmly 
encourage everyone to join in! 

 

Representatives from Manchester United are often in attendance to pay their respects, 
say a few words and lay a wreath on behalf of The Club. 
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A Few Points to Note (based on questions that have been asked)  

Please be respectful. This is a memorial event  

The service usually starts around 2:40 German time. Please take up your positions by 
2:30 to avoid disruption. 

Alcohol is not allowed at or in the vicinity of the service. This is a request from the Munich 
Police.  

There are no MMMF-organised pre-event meetups however you will usually find plenty of 
Reds in the local bars and pubs 

You are most welcome to lay a wreath or flowers. Please contact the MMMF beforehand 
so that it can be factored into the service timings (mmmfoundation18@gmail.com) 

There are a limited number of chairs available. If you need one for health/mobility 
reasons, please contact the MMMF at least a week prior to the event. 

 

 

 

mailto:mmmfoundation18@gmail.com
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Munich: A Fan’s Perspective  
 
A personal story by MMMF Trustee Ivan Johnson 
 
I first went to Munich in 2008 for the 50th anniversary. There were about 250 people there 
and I was in awe of being at the crash site where the greatest football team in history 
perished. This started my passion for attending this memorial service every year.  
 
The service has grown now to approximately 1500 people and I am extremely proud to be 
a member of the MMMF which now facilitates and organises the service each year.  
 
Getting to Munich is now easier than ever with flights from all over the UK going directly 
to Munich. 
 
I normally start planning about March the year before and it’s worth looking at various 
airports to get the cheaper flights, hotels are easy to book with booking.com or any other 
comparison sites and I normally stay in central Munich.  
 
Once you pass through Munich airport it’s very easy to take a train to Munchen 
Hauptbahnhof which is the main station.  
 
You can travel quite cheaply and if there are a few of you up to 5 can travel on a single 
ticket (don’t try and jib the trains as they have inspectors and the fines are severe!)  
 
There are loads of bars around Munich especially around Marienplatz.  
 
It’s cold in February occasional snow so wrap up warm. 
 
Getting to the Manchesterplatz memorial site is very easy.  Take the S4 or S6 train and get 
off at Trudering. The memorial site is approximately 15 minutes walk and there is a pub 
and somewhere to eat about 150 yards from the monument and the display cabinet 
which was erected by the Red Docs of Munich. Just up from this is the field where the 
plane made its fateful crash. 
 
Please be mindful this is a memorial service and alcohol is not allowed at the service - 
this is a request from Munich police.  
 
The service itself starts at 14.40 Germany time but it’s best to be in situ for 14.30 so as 
not to disrupt the service. I hope you find the guide useful and I’m sure you will be 
welcomed by everyone at the MMMF if you attend. 
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Travel Information 

Munich is served by direct flights from several UK airports, including Manchester, 
Birmingham, London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Bristol, Edinburgh and Humberside. 

Airlines including Lufthansa, British Airways, EasyJet and Ryanair often offer 
competitive fares, particularly if booked in advance.  

Munich Airport is approximately 25 miles (40 km) from the city centre 

Getting to Manchesterplatz from Munich City Centre 
Option 1: S-Bahn (Train) + Walk (Total journey time: 25–35 minutes) 
- Enter Marienplatz S-Bahn station (look for the green S signs) in Munich City Centre 

- Take any eastbound S-Bahn (S4 or S6 ) that stops at Trudering. The journey takes 
around 13 minutes. 

- Get off at Trudering. 

- Exit the station via the north exit. 

- Walk along Birthälmer Straße, then turn right and continue for approximately 1 km (12–
15 minutes) until you reach the memorial at the junction of Emplstraße and 
Rappenweg. 

Option 2: Taxi 
- Taxi from Marienplatz (Munich City Centre) to Manchesterplatz takes around 15 

minutes, depending on traffic. Typical fare is around €25 - €35 
 

Getting Around Munich 
Munich has one of Europe’s best public transport systems. You can easily travel using: 

• U-Bahn (Underground) 
• S-Bahn (Suburban Rail) 
• Trams 
• Buses 

Day tickets are excellent value if you plan on making multiple journeys. 

 

 



 8 

Where to Stay 

Please note: The MMMF does not recommend or endorse any particular hotel or 
accommodation provider. The information shared below by members is based purely on 
personal experience and we encourage all visitors to carry out their own research to find 
accommodation that best suits their individual needs, preferences and budget. 

Hotel Alfa zentrum(hostel) 
 
Hotel Amba 
 
Hotel Eder 
 
Ramada Encore Munich Messe (not far from the ManchesterPlatz Memorial) 
 
Leonardo Hotel Munich City Centre 
 
Leonardo Royal Hotel Munich 
 
Leonardo Hotel Munich City East 
 
 
 

 

https://www.hotel-alfa.de/en/
https://www.hotel-amba.de/en/home-2/
https://www.hotel-eder.de/en/
https://www.guestreservations.com/bento-inn-munich/booking
https://www.leonardohotels.co.uk/munich/leonardo-hotel-munchen-city-center
https://www.leonardohotels.co.uk/munich/leonardo-royal-hotel-munich
https://www.leonardohotels.co.uk/munich/leonardo-hotel-munich-city-east
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The Red Docs 

The Red Docs Munich are an official FC Bayern Munich supporters’ club, founded in 2012 
by a group of medical professionals, including doctors, surgeons and nurses. 

They are highly respected by football supporters across Europe, particularly by United 
fans, for the outstanding voluntary work they have carried out over many years.  

The Red Docs have played a significant role in maintaining Manchesterplatz, ensuring the 
memorial remains a fitting place of remembrance for all who visit. 

One of their most notable achievements was successfully arranging for the installation 
of the glass display cabinet at Manchesterplatz, allowing scarves, flowers and tributes 
left by visiting supporters from around the world to be protected from the elements while 
remaining on display. 

 

Their mission is centred around friendship, respect, remembrance and promoting fair 
play through football. We encourage all visitors to take a few moments to view the display 
cabinet and information boards, which provide further insight into the Munich Air 
Disaster and the lasting bond between supporters of Manchester United and Bayern 
Munich. 

The MMMF is extremely grateful for everything the Red Docs continue to do. Their 
dedication, kindness and commitment have helped preserve this special place of 
remembrance for supporters from across the world and their friendship with our 
Foundation is something we value immensely. 
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Things to See and Do 

If you’re extending your stay, Munich has plenty to offer. Popular attractions include: 

• Allianz Arena Stadium Tour & Museum 
• BMW Museum and BMW Welt 
• Olympiapark 
• Olympic Tower (subject to reopening) 
• Hop-on Hop-off Sightseeing Bus 
• Marienplatz and the Glockenspiel 
• Viktualienmarkt 
• English Garden 
• Deutsches Museum 
• Guided Walking Tours of Munich’s historic centre 

A Visit to Dachau 

For those with an interest in history, many visitors choose to spend time at the Dachau 
Concentration Camp Memorial Site, located approximately 20 km north-west of Munich. 

The memorial serves as an important reminder of the atrocities committed during the 
Second World War and offers a powerful educational experience through its museum, 
exhibitions and preserved buildings. While it can be an emotional visit, many people find 
it to be a thought-provoking and worthwhile part of their time in Bavaria. 

Food and Drink 

Munich is famous for its welcoming atmosphere and traditional Bavarian hospitality. 
Popular places include: 

• The famous Hofbräuhaus 
• Augustiner Bräustuben 
• Viktualienmarkt food market 
• Numerous cafés, bakeries and traditional restaurants throughout the city 

Whether you’re looking for authentic Bavarian cuisine, international food or simply 
somewhere to enjoy a coffee, Munich offers something for everyone. 

 

 



 11 

Useful Links 
 

To help you plan your visit, here are some useful websites for travel, attractions and 
information around Munich. 

Travel 

• Munich Airport: https://www.munich-airport.com 
• Munich Public Transport (MVV) : https://www.mvv-muenchen.de 
• Deutsche Bahn (German Railways): https://www.bahn.com 

Places to Visit 

• Allianz Arena Stadium Tours: https://allianz-arena.com 
• BMW Welt & BMW Museum: https://www.bmw-welt.com 
• Olympiapark Munich: https://www.olympiapark.de 
• Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Site: https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-

dachau.de 

Visitor Information 

• Munich Tourist Information: https://www.muenchen.travel 

 

https://www.munich-airport.com/
https://www.mvv-muenchen.de/
https://www.bahn.com/
https://allianz-arena.com/
https://www.bmw-welt.com/
https://www.olympiapark.de/
https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/
https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/
https://www.muenchen.travel/
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